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ANSWER,    &x. 


A  HE  fubject  of  an  Union  with  Great  Britain 
had  been  for  fome  time  confidered'vague  and  with- 
out any  foundation.  But  now  we  have  every  flea- 
fon  for  fuppofing  that  the  ible  object  of  thcBritilh 
Cabinet  is  to  have  the  Britifh  and  Iriih  Iegiflature 
incorporated  ;  this  is  a  mbje'ft  of  tb  i  fjeateft 
importance  and  magnitude  to  the  people  of  this 
kingdom,  if  we  regard  that  Independence  for 
which  we  ftruggled  fo  long.  But  is  this  a  time  to 
difcufs  this  momentous  fubjecT:  ?  fome  people  will 
fay  not,  and  that  we  ought  to  iufpend   every 
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opinion  on  it  till  we  canafcertain  upon  what  terms 
an  Union  will  be  made ;  away  with  fuch  idle  talk,, 
who  can  be  fo  blind  as  not  to  fee  the  terms 
when  he  reads  the  pamphleteer  and  againjl  an 
Union  ;  who  ean  be  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  know 
that  an  Union  is  in  agitation,  when  a  man  high 
in  office  takes  upon  him  to  enumerate  the  many 
advantages  that  muft  refult  to  this  kingdom  from 
an  Union  ?  the  fow  in  the  fable  mould  warn  us; 
that  when  a  Jl ranger  offers  his  fer vices  wc  have 
reafon  to  look  to  ourfelves.  I  fay  that  now  is  the 
time  to  difcufs  this  fubject,  while  we  can  ufe 
that  freedom  of  fpeech  which  .  an  Union  may 
check,  and  while  the  prefs,  that  national  organ, 
remain  to  convey  our  fentiments. 

The  firft  and  indeed  the  moft  ferious  alarm, 
was  founded  by  a  confidential  friend  to  the 
Englifh  Government,  and  I  am  forry  to  find, 
that  any  gentleman  fhould  endeavour  to  impofe 
arguments  upon  the  Iriili  nation,,  the  moft 
erroneous  that  could  be  pofiibly  dictated  ;  yoil 
are,  I  am  informed,  an  Englifhman,  this  may 
palliate  your  guilt;  as  a  motive  of  patriotifm  may 
induce  you  to  aggrandize  your  own  country ; 
but  it  mould  not  be' at  the  expence  of  impove- 
viihing  ours,  I  don't  charge  you  with  corruption, 
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but  I  clearly  fee  that  your  intenli- 
and    bias  the    minds  of  Iriihincn  by    ialic 
ioning. 

You  begin  hy  taking  an  abflract  view  of  / 
independent  Jin  Us  tvhofc  fe par  ate  cxijlenec  is  mu- 
tually   inconvenient  till  I  bey  form  thrmfelves  into 
an  L'nion,  this  Was,  you  fay,  the  cafe 'with  the  Ro- 
wans a?id  the  Sabine  States,    theie  States    v 
joined  by  nature,  they  were   not  feparated  hy 
any  fea  or^ftreight,  and  from  fome  circumftances, 
became  afterwards  united  ;   if  the  Romans  and 
Sabines,   thought    it  their  mutual    advantage  to 
unite  and  ceafe  torn  the  wars   in  which  they 
were  engaged  at  that  period,  how  far  does  that 
prove  that  Ireland  which  is  feparated  by  na 
mould  unite  with    England  ?    thefe   two  king- 
doms arc   eonne&ed  by  a  conjiitu 
ration,  they   are    not   at  war  with  one 
as  the  Sabines  and  Romans  were,  the  rude  and 
uncivilized  government  ©f  infant   Rome   is  not 
like  ours  ;  what  innilitude  is  there  in  the  Iin 
commerce,    cuftoms,    conflitution,  religion  and 
laws  of  Rome  and  ours  ?  not  the  imalleil.     Did 
you  think  that  the  Iriih  were  ignorant  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  that  country,  and" that  you*  words 
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be  confidcred  as  infallible?  if  you  did,  you  are  mil- 
taken,  your  reference  to  ancient  politics  in  their 
primitive  ftate  and  not  yet  modelled  by  the 
hand  of  experience,  cannot  convince  us  that  fuch 
a  fyftem  if  adopted  by  this  country  would  be  the 
fttmmum  bonum  of  our  happinefs;  if  thofe  twoftates 
mutually  agreed  to  unite  and  that  the  fdbjects  of 
Tatius  and  Romulus  unanimoufly  concurred  to 
become  one  and  hidivifibley  it  does  not  appear 
as  yet,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  willing  to 
unite  with  England,  and  therefore  a  comparifon 
made  between  two  kingdoms  diametrically  op- 
pofite  in  nature  and  policy,  cannot  in  found 
fenfe  and  reafon  be  considered  fufficiently  cogent 
or  in  any  poffible  manner,  an  argument  why 
Ireland  mould  unite  with  England,  or  that  an 
Union  would  contribute  to  our  happinefs  and 
grandeur. 

Your  argument  concerning  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy is  in  every  degree  as  abfurd  ;  true  it  is 
that  the  feven  kingdoms  became  united  into  one 
empire,  but  can  England  and  Ireland  become 
one  empire  ?  not  till  the  Atlantic  by  the  force  of 
its  waters,  (hakes  Ireland  from  its  foundation, 
and    like   an  unwieldy    flotilla  lafhes  it    to  the 
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lore.      I  [ill  triant  tell  u    t1 

>  Italy,    '   ili"uM  not  be 
I    '.s  fubtle  rcafoncr  told  us  that  Ireland 
once  really  united  to  England,    till   it  was 
m  it  by  the  force  of  the  waters.    You  afk 
US  did   the   people   of  the  Saxon  heptarchy    lofc 
tbe'tr 'independence \  oh  abfurdity  !  what  analogy 
has  the  independence  of  the  heptarchy  of  England, 
|tp  (he   independence   of  Ireland  ?    this  country 
wafl    once     a  tcrTarachy,  and     did    it    lefc    its 
Independence  when  Henry  the  IT.  annexe  1  it  to 
England  ?  it  was  forced  to  do  fo,  as  to  the  hep- 
tarchy they  were  forced  to  unite  ;  with  whom  ? 
i  Englishmen?  that  is  Englishmen  united  with 
Englishmen,  woriderful  indeed.    Wales  and  Scot- 
land *  were  originally  joined  by  nature,  they  un- 
derwent many  changes  from  time  to  time  under 
different     princes,     notwithstanding    all     their 
changes   they  are  now  united,  fuch  are  the  ef- 
of   nature,    naturem  expeilas  furca  tannn 
rictirrdt  ;  lie  aflcs  us,  how  is  a  Welehman 
degraded    by    being   represented   in   the   Bi 
Parliament  ?  1  afk  in  turn  how  is  a  Munft< 
degraded  by  being  reprefented  in  the  Irilh   I 

*  Sec  Mr.  Spencer's  pamphlet  on  the  (late  of  Seen! 
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liament  ?  but  it  is  highly  degrading  to  him  to  be 
r  j  refented  in  a  country  which  he  may  never 
caft  his  eyes  upon. 

t 
The  comparifon  you  make  with  refpecl  to  an 
TJni  '■  to  a  partnerfhip  in  trade ',  you  fay  if  a 
merchant  for  want  of  credit  and  capital,  cannot 
cam  on  trade  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  fucb  a 
i  .  i  on  to  imite  himfelf  with  an  extenfve  and 
wealthy  firm,  now  are  we  to  confider  Ireland 
as  a  bankrupt  without  credit  or  capital,  and 
England  the  extenfive  and  wealthy  firm  ?  this 
mull  be  the  meaning  of  your  argument,  then 
fee  how  the  matter  ftands ;  the  national 
debt  of  England  is  500  millions  of  money, 
the  debt  of  Ireland  10  millions,  does  England 
exceed  Ireland  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
the  fame  proportion  that  fhe  exceeds 
her  in  the  national  debt  ?  grant  that  Eng- 
land does,  and  why  do  I  grant  it,  do  you 
aik,  to  fhew  if  this  be  the  cafe,  England  would 
not  be  fo  willing  to  incorporate  with  us,  I  fay 
unlefs  me  was  fure  of  gaining  considerably  by 
it.  As  for  my  part,  I  mould  think  it  imprudent 
in  an  extenfive  and  wealthy  merchant  to  take  a 
bankrupt  into  partnership,  if  the  Englifh  minif- 
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tsr  fees  ua  overwhelmed  w  debt  ami 
to  the  low  eft  ebb  of  di  Ul  it  be  po- 

litic in  him  to  take  us  into  |  artnerfhip  ?   If 
compafficm  did  not  operate  on  him,  prudence 
never  could  ;  if  on  the  other  hand,    h 
wealthy  and  evcryprolpeclbeh  i  becom- 

ing more  proiperoLis,  would  n<  y  dictate 

to  him  a  plan  of  uniting  with  us  ?  Yes,  fu 
Now  as  bothkingdoim  ihmd  in  point  ofwealth, 
commerce,  art,  feiences,  and  if  Engjand 
eels  us  in  every  fingle  matter  of  thole  in  a 
tenfold  proportion,  if  Ihc  is  liable  to  fupport 
herfclf  and  fwim  acrofs  the  pool  in  which 
Ireland  would  be  fwaliowcd  up,  would  it  not  be 
the  height  of  follv  to  fay,  Ireland  we  fee  you 
Jinking,  and  we  are  willing  to  plunge  oiir- 
felvcs  into  inevitable  deltruclion  to  try  to  lave 
you  ?  Believe  me  that  England,  or  rather  the 
Knglihh  miniflcr,  is  no  fool,  he  fees  his  inte 
in  fubjecTiing  us  to  his  own  country  and  re- 
ducing us  to  a  petty  province.  But  if  there  Is 
an  Union,  finely  Ireland  is  not  refponlible 
for  the  500  millions  of  money  ;  grant  it  ;  the 
Bririth  Parliament  will  promiie  not  to  charge  to 
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our  account  a  debt  which  we  never  contracleoH 
Mult  Ireland  be  refponfible  for  any  debts  thai 
ihall  be  contracted  after  the  Union  ?  why  not  I 
We  are  told  that  our  trade  and  commerce  will 
not  be  limited  j  fo  that  if  England  carries  on 
the  war  for  a  few  years  more,  the  confolidated 
debt  of  England  and  Ireland  muft  be  many 
millions  more  ;  but  we  are  told  by  this  pam- 
phleteer, that  it  does  not  avail,  an  Union  will 
make  up  for  any  debt  or  impoft,  an  Union 
will  compenfate  us  for  our  independence.  0 
temporal  o  mores',  who  will  believe"  it  F%io 
Irimman.  Have  you  not  reprefented  the 
Irifh  as  immoral,  uncivilized  and  irreligious, 
divided  by  civil  and  religious  difcontents,  torn 
afunder  by  rebellion  and  convulfed  by  insur- 
rections ?  have  you  not  on  the  other  hand 
buzzed  into  the  ears  of  Europe,  the  civilized 
ftate  of  the  Englifh,  the  fimplicity  of  their  mo- 
rals, and  their  ftrict  adherence  to  the  laws  of 
their  country?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  which  muft 
be  fo,  when  it  comes  from  the  month  of  an 
Englijhman^  and  as  it  feems  diverted  of  all 
prejudice  and  partiality,  how  is  it  natural  to 
irrugfine    that     the    moral    Englt/hman,    will 
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aflbclatewith  the  vicious  Jr'ijhmdii, that  the  opu- 
lent and  extenfive  Englifh  merchant  will  join 
int  rade  with  the  poor  and  perfidious  Irijbmant 
You  might  as  well  aflert  that  the  fierce  tyger 
would  live  in  amity  with  the  innocent  lamb, 
or  the  voracious  falcon  with  the  mild  dove  ; 
but  you  will  fay  that  animals  never  formed  by 
nature  to  agree,  will  become  reconciled  by 
time  and  cuilom,  and  that  the  kingdom  at  a 
future  period  will  become  the  rcpofitory  of 
wealth  and  grandeur,  when  the  wild  Irifh  be- 
come incorporated  with  the  docile  EngUjh  ; 
this  at  moft  is  but  a  promifc,  and  how  arc 
the  Irifh  to  fare  till  the  promife  will  be  accom- 
plifhed?  Ifuppofe  as  well  as  we  can.  I  think  that 
the  old  adage  may  be  applied  here  with  fome  pro- 
priety, live  horfc  and  you  will  get  grafs,  I 
fear  that  before  that  period  many  of  us  will 
emigrate  to  fome  foreign  country  ^  but  why 
do  I  talk  of  emigration  ?  happy  would  it  be 
if  we  were  allowed  to  emigrate  from  an  im- 
poverished country  ;  we  muft  remain  here  to 
iupport  abfentces,  who  will  grind  us,  to  fiip- 
port  pride,  vain  glory  and  ambition  ;  this  will 
be  one  good  effect  refulting  from  an  Uniou  ; 
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tradefmen  and  manufacturers,  muft  for  want 
of  work  cnlift  or  get  into  the  navy,  and  very 
opportunely  one  hundred  and  twentythouL 
men  are  wanting  at  prefent  to  man  the  navy. 
Sparta  at  one  time  thought  it  prudent  to 
Hop  her  trade  in  order  to  man  her  fleets. 

Another  very  iubftantial  reafon  you  affign 
for  an  Union  is,  that  the  ftate  of  France  dic- 
tates its  policy.      You  fay  that  France  has  not 
only  united  to   her  and  incorporated   a  great 
addition  of  territory   but  has  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  dependant  on  her  will,    almoft  all  the 
fmall  ftates  that  furround    her ;    now  I  can- 
didly a(k   you,    would  it   be  found  policv  in 
England   to    adept    plans   fimilar  to  France  ? 
to  extend  principles  which  every  honeft  man 
detefts ;    to    ufe    fuch    political    meafures    as 
would  incorporate  England  and  Ireland,  and 
to    make    them    one    and    indrolfiblc  ?     this 
would  militate  againft  that  principle  of  juftice 
and  honour  which  has  dignified  England  ;  it 
would  be  repugnant  to  that  virtuous  fyftem 
of  policy  which  has  raifed  the  head  of  Eng- 
land fo  much  above    other    countries,  qium- 

tum 
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turn   Unta    fo/ent    inter    vibitrna    CUprejfu        1 1 

in  reafomog?  [hope  I  don't  girc  you 

wee  while    I     cxpofe  your    errors;    I   am 

rfonal,   nor   would   I    wifh   to  he   lb, 

:  my  indignation    would  often    prompt 
;    virulence  of  fpeech   is  no   way  to  con- 
fute  an    argument. — This   country  cries  out 
againft  an  Union,    except  thole  who,  in  your 
own   words,   are  under  Britijb  influence  \   the 
voice  of    the  people,  as  Locke    lays,     mull 
fway  in  every  country,    our   incclTant   cry  is 
JJr/t/flj  connexion  r  but  no  Union.      The   loya- 
,   lilts  in  this  country  are  exceedingly  numerous, 
and    willing    to     fupport    the     prefent    laws 
and    constitution,    but   if   this   conftitution    is 
changed,  or  any  innovations  made  to  deftroy 
legijlative    independence,     I    dread    the   confe- 
quenees.     I  am  a  loyalift,  and  mould  be  very 
forry  to  fee  this  country  Separated  from  Eng- 
land, and  I  mould   be  equally  forry  to  fee   it 
united  ;  though  well   I  love  England   I   love 
my  own  better,   laid  the  old  Irijh  rat  riot  \  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the   firft  principle    of 
nature   to    love   mother  better  than  himfelf. 
The  loyalifts   have  faved   this  country,    their 
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zeal  and  activity  is  unparalleled  in  the  page  of 
hiftory,  and  now  the  forcing  an  Union  down 
the  throats  of  thofe  who  ftepped  forward  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  would  be  well  rewarding  their 
toils,  their  labours,  and  voluntary  contri- 
butions. 

But  to  return  to  your  elaborate  eflay  on  an 
Union  ;  you  tell  us  that  the  fovereign  refides 
in  England  ;  and  fo  he  does  ;  you  fay  that  it 
is  the  repofitary  of  wealth  and  grandeur  ;  why 
not,  when  you  tell  us  that  one  million  of  mo- 
ney goes  annually  from  this  country  to  abfen- 
tees,  won't  an  Union  encreafe  the  number  of 
abfentees  and  coax  them  from  this  country  ? 
you  admit  it,  won't  this  confequently  diminifh 
the  wealth  of  this  kingdom  ?  what  compen- 
fation  can  England  make  us  for  all  the  tradef- 
men  and  manufacturers,  all  the  Irifh  Peers 
and  reprefentatives  that  an  Union  will  carry 
over  ?  is  there  any  probability  of  any  coming 
here  from  England  ?  they  did  not  come  here 
while  we  enjoyed  peace  and  harmony  ;  but 
you  tell  us  that  a  free  trade  and  the  advan- 
tages of  a  more  extenfive  commerce,  will  in- 
duce 
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duce    tlicm    to  come  and  fatfe    in    this   king- 
dom ;  ahi'md  talk,  a  learned  gentleman  has  al- 
ready  obferVed    "  that  we   can  trade   to   any 
"  part  of  the  globe  except  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
"  how  can  an  Union  give  Ireland  more  of  this 
"  trade  than  it  poffefles,  for  it  would  in  cafe 
"  of  an  Union  as  well  as  now  only  he  allowed 
"  to  fhare  in  it  by  individual  merchants,  be- 
"  coming  proprietors  of  Baft   India   flock." 
You  fay  that  Scotland  previous  to  the  Union, 
flood  as  Ireland  does    at  prefent,   I   deny  it : 
Scotland  in  the  firft  place  is  joined  by  nature 
to  England,  Ireland  is  not  fo,    it  was  foolifh 
prejudice  that    annexed  Scotland,  for  which 
fhe  afterwards   repented,  and   this  argument 
of  yours  in  favour  of  an  Union  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  mews  us  why  Ireland  mould 
not  unite  with  England.    When  a  tax   upon 
malt    was  oppofed   by  the  reprefentatives  of 
Scotland   in  the   Britiih  bouie,    what    did   it 
avail?  how  did  England  treat  the  Scotch  Peers? 
were  not  the  articles  of  the  Union  violated  in 
the  face  of  Europe?  is  this  to  us  an  inducement 
tor  an  Union?  does  it  not  prove   to  us   that 
England   can  in   defpite  of  the  number  of 

incorruptible 


(     16     ) 

incorruptible  Imfh  reprefentatives  which  will 
fit  in  the  Englifh  houfe,  fubject  Ireland  to 
any  tax  or  contribution  it  pleafes  ?  if  you  had 
omitted  this  argument  it  would  not  have  dis- 
played fomuch  of  the  power  and  preponderancy 
of  Englifh  influence.  Look  to  the  Union  that 
Margaret  Queen  of  Denmark  made,  when  ihe 
united  under  one  head  Denmark,  Norway 
and  Sweden.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  the 
moft  bloody  wrars  enfued,  which  continued  for 
many  years.  Now  Denmark  and  Sweden  are 
fituated  exactly  as  Ireland  and  England  ;  they 
are  feparated  by  a  fea,  and  when  an  Union 
was  formed,  the  refult  was  pernicious  to  bcth 
countries  ;  thefe  are  the  falutary  effects  of  an 
Union.  In  every  argument  of  yours  in  fup-  | 
port  of  an  Union,  it  is  fuch  as  if  nature  defign- 
*rd  the  countries  you  have  mentioned  for  an 
Union.  If  a  perfon  has  a  great  tract  of  land 
over  which  he  prefides  himielf,  .fuperintends 
and  manages  every  part  of  it,  extends  hU 
care  to  all  who  derive  any  thing  under  him, 
will  not  this  place  be  freer  from  diiTeniion  and 
w  calthier,thanif  the  lame  perfon  has  another  tract 
of  ground  intercepted  bva  lea,  where  a  parcel  of 
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Idle,  lazy  Rewards  defraud,   extort  and  com- 
pel poor  tenants  to  remit  their  yearly  rents  ? 
certainly.   Now  I  leave  you  to  apply  the  paral- 
lel;   the  feven  United  States  you  have  brought 
down  as   an  example  ;    what  example  is  this 
or  what  argument  ?   does   it  appear  that    one 
million  of   money   went    from   one  itate  to 
another  to  abfentees  ?  that  all  the    wealth    of 
thofe  ftates  were  collected  to  one  place,  like  the 
rays  of  the  fun  when  brought  to  a  focus  ?   this 
will  not  be  the  cafe  with  Ireland,  all  the  hard 
earned  wealth    mull    go  to   another    ifland ; 
there  was  no  ifland  among  thefe  United  States; 
befidcs  their  Union  was  federal  and  incorpo- 
rated ;   you  have  told  us  that  the  Irijh  Parl'ta- 
ment  is  under  the  influence  of  the  Britilh  Ca- 
binet,   then   if  Britifh   influence   operates   fo 
powerfully  at  this  fide  of  the  fid,   how  much 
greater  mult  it  be  when  a  few  Iriih  reprefen- 
tatives  come  in   contact    with  a  phalanx    o\' 
Britilh  reprefentatives  ?    1  have  always  heard, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  cafe,  that  the  nearer 
we  approach  a  di ("order  the  fooner  we  catch 
the  infection. 

C  t'  Poland 


(    is    ) 

Poland  you  fay  was  deftroyed  by  the  Im- 
per'mm  in  imperioy  where  every  fenator  was  a 
fovereign  ;  this  vice  cannot  deftroy  our  confti- 
tution,  becaufe  we  have  no  fuch  vice  ;  furely 
our  fenators  are  not  fovereigns,  you  might 
as  well  afTert  that  our  conftitution  will  be- 
deftroyed  becaufe  we  are  governed  by  the 
Beys  of  Egypt.  I  dare  fay  your  amanuenfis 
or  clerk  had  aflifted  you  in  this  ingenious 
production. 

France  threatens  the  deftruction  of  this 
country,  but  will  an  Union  with  England 
better  protect  us  than  fhe  does  at  prefent  ?  will" 
an  Unio?i  make  the  Irifh  more  averfe  to  French 
principles  ?  will  the  found  of  the  word  Union- 
make  us  better  fubjects,  or  infpire  us  with 
enthufiaflic  loyalty  to  ftem  the  impetuous 
torrent  of  democracy  ?  as  the  found  evoe  in- 
fpired  the  Bacchanalians  with  wild  cnthufiafm. 
Impoffible  to  think  that  in  theie  enlightened 
days,  when  the  dark  mill  of  idolatry  is  dis- 
pelled, that  any  word  has  fuch  a  fupernatural 
quality. 

Againv 


(  19  ) 

Again,  to  fupport  an  Union,   yon  tell   u. 

it  the  Roman  Catholics  arc  three  to  one 
in  this  country,  and  that  they  -will  not  drop 
their  claims  to  political  equality  ;  do  you  mean 
by  this  to  terrify  the  Protectants  and  calumni- 
ate the  Roman  Catholics  ?  true  it  is,  that  fomc 
of  the  lower  order,  nay  many  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  were  ufed  as  a  machine  in  the  hands 
of  the  fomenters  of  the  late  foul  rebellion  ; 
hut  who  were  thofe  fomenters  ?  were  they  Ro- 
man Catholics  ?  I  never  heard  they  were. 
Was  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic ?  was  Emmet,  was  Sheares,  was  Arthur 
O'Connor  ?  no  ;  therefore  I  do  not  coniider 
it  fair  or  juft  to  leave  fo  foul  an  imputation 
upon  the  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Did 
not  the  moft  refpe^lable  Roman  Catholics  in 
the  kingdom  reprobate  the  conduct  of  thole 
who  joined  in  the  rebellion  ?  did  they  not  ex- 
hort the  people  to  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
become  amenable  to  the  laws  of  their  country  ? 
fo  that  when  we  know  this  to  be  certainly 
the  cafe,  there  is  no  reafon  for  the  Proteftants 
to  apprehend  any  danger  to  their  properties  or 
perform.       Indeed   an    infuriate  mob    of  any 

perftiafion, 


(       2°       ) 

perluafion,  without  any  fubordination  com- 
mit the  fouleft  crimes  ;  but  even  granting  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  as  three  to  one,  hov.- 
will  an  Union  encreafe  the  number  of  Protei- 
tants  fo  as  that  we  will  have  the  proportion  of 
fourteen  to  three  ?  this  is  a  problem  which 
may  puzzle  all  the  mathematicians  in  Europe, 
I  luppofe  you  intend  to  prove  it  by  an  argu- 
mentum  ad  abfurdum.  Your  encouragement  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  an  admiffion  at  a 
future  day  to  additional  immunities,  and  me- 
nacing them  in  the  fame  page,  is  the  elearef! 
proof  of  the  deep  laid  fyftem  of  an  IJnion. 
Juil  as  if  you  faid,  ye  Proteftants  of  Ireland 
take  care,  cavete ;  the  Roman  Catholics  will 
annihilate  you ;  and  ycu  Roman  Catholics 
fliall  get  political  privileges  by  joining  us  in 
art  Umoft*  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Englifh 
Miniiter  argues  thus  with  himfelf ;  if  we  grant 
the  Roman  Catholics  every  political  privilege 
and  of  courfe  a  feat  in  Parliament,  what  in- 
fluence can  they  have  ?  luppofe  the  majority  of 
the  Iriin  reprefentatives  be  Roman  Catholics, 
or  if  even  the  whole  of  them  in  the  political 
fcale  (I  was  going  to  fay  fcheme)  their  in- 
fluence 


(    n     ) 

8 uence .or  preponderance  will  be  juft  as  a  fly 
again!)  an  ox  ;  my  opinion  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  is,  that  no  offer  on  the  part  of  the 
IJri.tilh  MimJler  will  indnec  them  to  facrifice 
the  honour  and  independence  of  their  country 
ior  a  feat  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
jio  man  is  fool  enough  to  act  like  the  dog  that 
let  go  \htjvbftance  to  catch  at  a  phuutunu 

You  fay  that  an  Union  will  put  an  end  to  re- 
ligious ilrifes ;  what  flrifes  between  Protef- 
tants  and  Roman  Catholics  ?  could  any  people 
Live  in  greater  amity  and  harmony,  than 
thole  people  till  perverted  politics  fomented 
fome  jealoufies  which  are  dwindling  away 
every  day  ?  and  I  venture  to  fay,  that  every 
fpecies  of  animofity  will  fublide  before  the 
expiration  of  one  year ;  the  eyes  of  the  Ca- 
tholics are  now  open  ;  the  politieal  horizon 
has  gone  down,  and  now  the  illuminating 
rays  of  reafon  arc  difpelling  the  gloomy  cloud* 
£>f  prejudice. 

I  afk  how  will  an  Union  modify  thecivi: 
and  ecclefiaflical    eftablifh merits,    when   the 

Irilli 
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Irifh  Legiflature  becomes  incorporated  with 
the  B.itiih?  What,  cannot  civil  and  eccle- 
fiuflical  modifications  be  made  now  ?  No, 
we  arc  told  not,  becauie  until  we  give  up  our 
rights  and  independence,  the  Britiih  Legis- 
lature cannot  make  any  fuch  changes  in  our 
Church  or  State.  'By  our  acceding  to  fuch 
terms,  by  our  giving  up  our  rights,  we 
fliould  difplay  as  much  ignorance  on  our  part, 
and  act  as  abfurdly  as  a  man  who  would  give 
up  the  leaie  of  his  ground,  under  a  promife 
of  getting  a  longer  leafe  in  a  few  years : 
There  is  an  old  proverb,  and  a  true  one, — fiL 
bird  in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bum. 

How  will  an  Union  put  a  flop  to  contefted 
elections  r  I  mail  tell  you  how  it  will  affect 
elections :  the  honour  of  obtaining  a  feat  in 
the  Britirh  Houfe  of  Commons  will  fo  tickle 
the  vanity  of  modern  Patriots,  that  no  ex- 
pence  will  be  a  bar,  no  attempt  will  be  left 
unc flayed,  in  order  to  attain  fo  honourable  a 
pod  ;  there  will  be  no  occafion  for  fending 
to  the  palatinate  of  Germany  for  freeholders, 
our  absentees  or  in  other  words,  the  men  of 
overgrown    property,    will,    as,    considering 

themfelves 
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mfelvcs  fo  many  Ihining  planets  revolving 
round  the  Britifh  Minifter,  affert  and  claim 
fuperiority  over  I rim  men,  whom  they  will 
confidcr  as  in  many  fatcllites,  they  will  por- 
tion out  into  fmall  lots,  thofc  lands  which 
many  yeafs  hefore  yielded  fome  fupport  to 
the  induitrious  cottager  ;  and  this  fame  cot- 
tager, who  a  little  before  had  it  in  his  power 
to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  orphan  or 
defolate  widow,  muft  iubmit  now  to  a  fcanty 
pittance,  or  beg  from  door  to  door.  When 
the  honour  of  a  golden  Seat  in  another  king- 
dom, and  as  the  common  people  lav,  be- 
yond the  feas,  is  offered  to  view  "v." 
armies  will  not  enfue," — all  the  effects  of  pure 
patriotilm  this  gentleman  will  tell  us :  as  for 
my  part  I  would  know  how  to  act,  if  I  was 
at  any  immoderate  expence  to  obtain  fo  dig- 
nified a  Scat  \  1  would  be  filent  on  ieveral 
eccauons,  efpecially  when  the  intereft  of 
country  would  be  brought  in  queftfbri,  and 
if  a.  p/t'Lt' or  p.'i'fiou  was  offered  to  poor  Irilli 
Ptfir,  furely  he  would  *  refofe  it. 

Pray  what  presentiment  had  you  that  the 
Irim  Bar  would  oppofe  an  Union  ?  Becauff, 
vcu  fay,  it  would  put  a  ftop  to  that  Par:':,  me   - 

t.iry 

*  An   Iroay. 


(    w    ) 

tary  market  for  their  abilities.  Look  back  and 
fee,  when  was  the  Irifh  Parliament  without 
Lawyers  ;  look  to  the  Parliament  of  England, 
is  it  without  Lawyers  ;  who  can  give  counfel 
for  the  fecurity  of  a  ftate  ;  but  thou  who  art 
moil  converfant  in  the  laws  and  that  ftate  ? 
You  give  us  to  underftand,  that  a  man  cannot 
be  a  Politician  and  a  Lawver  at  the  fame 
time.  Does  the  Minifter  of  England  know 
Law  ?  Yes,  but  he  is  no  Lawyer  ;  but  you 
will  tell  me,  he  knows  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try. If  I  believed  in  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls,  I  would  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the 
old  Stoic  Crifippus,  has  united  with  you, 
in  foul  and  body.  Is  it  not  evident  and 
clear  to  every  one,  that  your  object  for  at- 
tacking the  Irifh  Bar,  is  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  people  againft  it  B  I  afk  you 
as  a  man  of  honour,  if  you  have  anv,  who 
have  a  better  right  to  know  or  underftand  the 
interefts  of  this  country,  than  the  Iriih  :. 
they  are  in  duty  bound  to  their  countrv — to 
lupport  it.  Who,  I  afk  again,  but  the 
Bar,  can  fee  the  advantages  or  difadvantages 
of  an  Union  I  and  they  have  clearly  feen  the 
disadvantage  thai  would  reiaitfrom  au  Union. 

Is 


{     »S     ) 

U  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  an  En  [tfhmjm 
will  be  more  interefl  dependence 

of  Ireland,  than  an  lriihrn,an  ?     Do  no!  you, 

when  yciu  talk  oi'  a  P.   liamentaj 

a  itigma  upon      e  Lrifji   I  pf  Coirmons? 

Don't  von  openl)  charge    lie  honorabk 

qei s  of  that  Houfe,     .  ith  c  m?  'tis  an 

in     \\  upon    the    i  .-ion;    'tid  an   inful 

the  i  [>on 

t}ip    lr'±      hd,.      A   Pari  .■_•'    Mark 

>,    a    parliamentary    Mar^t.     I   fuppofe 
tha<    by  way    cf    at.  you  think    that 

re  are  fome  men  of  the  Lar,  who  will 
iupport  an  Union,  and  th  J:  thofe  are  gentle- 
men who  have  thought  >;  /.'  r,:i  tl/e  fubja  ; 
your  words  a>e  verified, — *  the 
uority  of  In-  Bar  are  fucrj  as  have  not  «:- 
tended  thej  circle  to  politics ;  it  is  a  d 
to  me  i-'  fome  pf  them  '  vorn  the  fal 

gown    znd  hoary  ;,  or  ever 

handled  a  brief,    and  thoie  are  the  gerttlem 

D  you 

•   Perhaps  the  Supporter  of  the  Union  does  not  k: 
one  oF   the  pu;iy  minority   has  employed   hi«  :ime,   u:~  late,   in 
compelling  a    long-    called  The  Grl-.dcr  '.    and    that    this    I 
gentlemau    -makes    himfelf     more    buiy    at    alTemblie--,     -.r.d 
flirting    with     this    lady  and  that   lady,     than    ftuJ\ 
Law  !     He     will    be    well    rewarded,    not  f»r     hi»    talent*. 
0  Flirting  Tom  ! 


(     tf    ) 

you  tell  us,  who  have  thought  beft  on  the 
fubject  of  an  Union ! — I  did  not  hear  the 
name  of  a  Saurin  mentioned  amongft  our 
young  Patriots  ;  but  has  he  not  thought  beft 
on  the  fubject  ? — Would  to  God  that  every 
Irifhman  pofleffed  fueh  honor  and  patriotifm. 

The  probability  of  a  modus  in  tythes, 
the  probability  of  the  Irifh  Peers  being  re- 
prefented  like  the  Scotch  Peers,  the  proba- 
bility that  Dublin  will  monopolize  the  corn- 
trade,  the  probability  of  Cork  becoming  a. 
marine  flation,  here  are  fo  many  probabilities,, 
heaped  one  upon  another,  without  any  degree 
of  certainty.  Mr.  Locke,  in  his  EfTay  on  the 
Human  Understanding,  has  clearly  laid  down 
the  ground's  of  probability,  and  he  fays  that 
we  mould  particularly  attend  to  the  teftimony 
of  others,  as  one  of  the  principal  ground's  ; 
now  if  we  confider  your  integrity  and  defign, 
if  you  have  delivered  your  fentiments  on  an 
Union  with  a  view  of  fupporting  the  grandeur 
of  your  own  country,  as  is  evidently  the 
cafe,  this  cannot  be  called  integrity  towards  us  ; 
your  defign  then  is,  I  mould  fuppofe,  to  have 
the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  both  kingdoms 

eftablifhed. 


(       *7       ) 

cftablifhcd,  your  defign  is  bad,    bccaulc    as    I 
have  obferved  before,  the  people  una  voce,  are 

again  f  I  an  Union,  and  when  the  rVebple  arc  una- 
nimous in  oppohng  any  mcafurc,  furelv  peace 
and  fecurity  cannot  follow  if  it  be  forced  on 
them  ;  do  you  mean  to  add  fuel  to  frc  t  if 
you  do,  I  ice  no  better  way  than  this  poli- 
tical plan  which  you  have  adopted.  Would 
a  fecond  rebellion,  or  perhaps  a  third,  which 
I  fear  will  be  the  refult  of  an  Union,  fecure 
the  titles  and  properties  of  our  temporal  and 
fpiritual  Lords  ?  an  Union  was  the  caule  of 
two  fucccflive  rebellions  in  Scotland.  Let 
thofe  who  wifh  to  fecure  their  perfons  and 
properties,  take  but  a  retrofpec"tive  view  of 
the  fatal  confequences  of  that  formidable 
Union  ;  let  not  our  Temporal  and  Spiritual 
Lords  be  buoyed  up  with  the  aerial  and  fan- 
taftic  effufions  of  an  Englifj  Patriot^  nor  let 
fliort-iighted  policy  dictate  ruin  and  def- 
lation ;  let  not  felf-intereft  overlook  public 
advantage,  while  it  clandeftinely  leeks  for 
interlunary  happinefs  in  the  wild  mazes  of 
'error  and  meagre  policy.  God  forbid  that 
men,  who  are  willing  to  fpill  their  blood  in 
the  wide  Atlantic,    or  in  the  remote  Eaft  and 

Weft  Indies,    in  defence    of  the    King    and 

Conftitution, 


(        2»       ) 

Conftitutiou,  ihould  have  recourfc  to  a 
more  difagrccable  alternative.  It  would  be 
-i  dear  purchaie  to  England,  to  cement  an 
Union  by  a  copious  efTufion  of  blood  ;  and 
may  deftru&ioa  attend  the  promoters  of  lb 
horrid  a  deed.  If  Iv^laiid  difputes  her 
fuperiority  with  Ireland  by  land,  what  may 
be  the  confequence  ?  Keen-eyed  France 
may  look  on,  till  both  England  and  Ireland 
become  exhaufted,  and  then  indec  \  (he  may 
eafdy  make  England  and  Ireland  one  and 
indivifible.  CafTandra  often  foretold  the  fate 
of  Troy,  but  her  predictions  were  difre- 
garded,  till   time  accomplimed  them. 

I  have  read  of  men  in  ancient  and  modern 
hiftory,  who  had  given  up  the  independence, 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  their  country,  to 
gratify  pride  and  odious  ambition,  but  I  hope 
Ireland  has  not  produced  fuch  monfters  ; 
other  countries  have,  and  hiftorv  records 
them  as  branded  with  every  fpecies  of  infamy 
and  di (grace.      0  Fides  !     O  Honor  ! 

Great  and  delufive  are  vour  promifes  to 
the  *  inhabitants  of  Cork  ;    it  is  no  lefs  than 

tell  i  ng 

*  Tom  Paint's  pamphlets  were   i.ever   circulated  witn    more 
induftry,    than  the  pamphlet    "  F  r  and  Againjl    an    Union," 
v  of  them  are  given  gratis.     O  what  a  bait  for  Gulls  ! 


(       2<>       ) 

•    them,    that  probably  a  d  -!ay 

be   ii'iilt    there:    I   never  before  heard  t!. 

'.  anj  inch   thing  in   contempW- 

.,    <  •  that  it  was  poilible  to  make  a  dock- 
yard in  Cork, — their    trade   of   courfe     nuft 
j.     Is    there     any  one    merchant      i 
C\k,    if  there    was    an   Union   to-mon> 
and  to  fee  this  country  deferted,  or  even  i 
deferted,    would  lay,  I    muft  become   moi. 
extcnfive  in  trade  and   commerce  ?     Believe 
ire,  that  nothing  but   the  compleatt       oily, 
and  the  created  degree  of  error,    could  0 
them  believe,   or  give  the  fmallcft    credi      o 
any  thing    uur  EngUJh   Patriot   fhould    \  .   . 
The  inhabitants  of   Cork,  as  well  as  thole  of 
all  Irelan  :re  a  long  time  excluded  from 

a  free  trade  ;  they  were  a  long  time  governed 
by  laws  made  in  another  country ;  th  y 
know  how  long  Ireland,  in  the  political  ica.e 
of  Kuropc,  was  looked  upon  with  an  eA  e 
of  contempt  :  but  now  it  is  not  the  cafe, 
the  inhabitants  of  Cork  enjoy  the  blefti 
of    a   free  trade;    they    are    i  ted   in 

their  own    countrv.       But    an    Union    w;i; 
tranfpofe  and    change   the    order  of  f! 
You  are  confidered  a  profperou 
the   world;    and    while  you   are   pTof 
remain  fo  as  long  as  you  poflibly  cai 
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You  forgot  to  tell  Limerick  how  England  be- 
haved, while  me  had  a  power  of  legiflating  for 
us.  Did  not  England  violate  her  treaty  with  Li- 
merick? oh  yes,  you  may  fay,  but  that  happen- 
ed a  long  time  ago  !  Ob  punica  fides.  How 
did  England  behave  to  us  in  refpect  to  the 
Linen  trade,  which  is  our  ftaple  trade,  and  why 
is  it  ?  becaufe  fhe  failed  in  all  her  exertions  to 
bring  it  to  perfection  in  Scotland  and  at  her 
own  home. 

7^ut  you  did  not  forget  to  tell,  and  that  in 
moft  barefaced  manner,  that  if  there  was  an 
*  and  the  country  tranquilized,  taxes 
would  ower;  why  was  not  this  the  cafe  in 
EncUnd  after  the  American  war  and  when 
there  was  peace  ?  did  not  the  taxes  daily  en- 
creafe  ?  After  the  American  war  the  national 
debt  of  England  was  but  inlignilicant  if  com- 
pared to  the  prefent ;  but  now  you  have  bold- 
nefs  to  aflert  in  the  face  of  Ireland,  that  if 
there  is  an  Union  and  the  country  tranquilized, 
taxes  will  be  lighter.  The  national  debt  is  at  pre- 
fent very  great  and  will  be  greater,   which  if 

there 

•A  proprietor  of  a  borough  declared  fome  time  ago  thai 
jn  Union  would  completely  dell  my  this  kingdom  ;  but  after- 
wards upon  hearing  that  1 5, 000L  would  be  given  as  a  com- 
p^nfatim  for  tvery  borough  ;  faid,  oh  what  did  he  not  fay ! ! ! 


(     3'     ) 

re  (hall  I  d  mufti  ,  1 

lay  then  t!  impoflible to  1 

lower  while  the  national  debl 

Your  attack  upon  the 
is  the  baieft  and    the  molt  malevol 
read,  it  is  degrading  the  human  nature  I 
lb  mucli  rancour  and  fiich  ungenerous  ; 
pies  is  the  bread  of  any  human  being. 
procured  for  us   a  free  trad 
of  legiflating  for  ourfclves,  but  the  vol. 
of  Ireland  ?   a  very  pretty  contrail  you  d; 
between    them    and    the    United    Irifhmen, 
lrijhmen   learn  the  advantages  and   di {advan- 
tages of  an  UNION. 

Advantages.     A  protmfc  of  an 
of  trade,  which  if  England  L\u  <:  mind  tu  b)\ 

what  is  to  prevent  hi  r. 

Difadvantages.      A  equalization 
no  redrefs. 

Advantages.  of  having  i 

dom  tranqu'tlissed. 

t)ifadvantages.   A 
lion  if  we   argue  from  as 

Scotland,  ITniti .    [ 


Ad\ . 


(     3^    ) 

Advantages.     A  modus  in  tytbes. 

Pifadvantages.  //  will  make  the  laud  tax- 
heavier,  this  modus  could  not  be  fettled  'without 
an  V  nion,  no  impcflble  !  an  Union  will  fettle 
:vcry  Cohimotion.    Oh  infatuation  ! 

Advantages.     No  more. 

Difadvantages.      ift.    A  daily    en cr cafe   cf 
abfentecs  who  will  carry  annually  in  addition  to 
the  old  abfentecs  one  million  more  ,  this  will  be 
then  two  millions  of  money  going  every  \ea.r  to 
England.      Oh  miferable ! 

2d.  No    longer   a  power   of  legiflating  for 
ourfelves. 

3d.  'That  independence  for  which  we  ftrug- 
gledfo  long  wrefled  from  us. 

4/i?.   Ireland  a  beggarly  deferted province. 

§th.  Grafs  growing  in  the  metropolis  of  Ireland. 

6th.   Tradefnen  farving for  want  of  work. 

-jth.   Our  univer/ity  deferted,   tfc. 

8th.  Sharing  in  every  debt  that  England  incurs. 

qth.  England  having  it  in  her  power  to  vio- 
late any  promife.    Oh  unfortunate  Ireland ! 

FINIS. 


ERRATA.    Page  4  Line  1  3,  read  remain;. — P. 4  L.  2 1,  read- 
be  after prJftlh. — P.  -o  L.  -4,  a  comma  after  fkm, — P.  21 
L.  10,  a  mark  of  interrogation  after firifes. — P.  24  L.  5* 
tead  thofe  fur  ikoui — P.  20.  L.  Cufor  and  lJ:at  read  of 


